Title: Duties of Members - Exercise of Christian Liberty – Jose Francis Martinez
Purpose: To instruct the congregation as to the principles that should govern their exercise of Christian liberty and motivate them to do it.

Introduction 

1.
What are the duties of church members? 1) Attendance in all the stated meetings of the church 2) Financial Support of the work of the church 3) Promotion of Edification and Peace in the church 4) Support and Submission of the leadership of the church 5) living a godly life as a member of the church.

2.
And this living a godly life branches out into 5 other areas. We have already considered three of them: 1) Personal walk with God 2) Domestic godliness 3) Personal evangelism. And now we will consider the 4th: the Proper Exercise of Christian liberty.

3.
Now, what do we mean by Christian liberty? 

a.
Christian liberty refers to those things which God has not commanded individual Christians to do or not to do. Things like playing tennis, playing football, watching news, watching a movie, drinking coffee or wine, celebrating Christmas or wedding anniversaries, etc. In these areas Christian, as individuals, are at liberty to do or not to do.

b.
And in these areas, we must be careful not to create our own standards and judge people on the basis of it—James 4:12 (READ). 

4.
However, in the exercise of Christian liberty, there are important biblical principles to observe. The neglect of observing these biblical principles will be destructive to a godly life. 

5.
And what are these biblical principles? There are 1) biblical principles with reference to God 2) biblical principles with reference to your soul 3) biblical principles with reference to others. Let us consider each of these one at a time.

Trans:
First…

I.
WITH REFERENCE TO GOD, YOUR CHRISTIAN LIBERY MUST ALWAYS BE GOVERNED BY AN EARNEST DESIRE TO DO TWO THINGS:

A.
To walk in the fear of God—Key Text: 1Pet 1:17-19 (READ). 

1.
In the context, the “fear” being referred to here is NOT that cringing fear that drives people away from God, but that godly and reverential fear for God that would make our greatest desire to please God and our greatest dread to displease Him. 

2.
And this reverential fear is borne out of the recognition that God who is infinitely holy and just has been so gracious and merciful to us that He redeemed us from the bondage of sin and death with nothing less than the blood of His own Son.

3.
Now this reverential fear for God is what should characterize our entire lives here on earth. And that includes even your exercise of Christian liberty. It must be governed with an earnest desire to walk in the fear of God.

a.
IOW, you do not suspend this reverential fear for God simply because you are exercising your Christian liberty. Everything must be governed with this earnest desire to walk in the fear of God.

b.
And if you are in doubt whether a particular liberty is pleasing to God or not, then do not engage in it. Rom 14:22-23 (READ). 

B.
To glorify God in everything—Key Text: 1Cor 10:31 (READ)

1.
In the context, Paul is speaking about the exercise of Christian liberty. And he says that even in terms of whatever we eat in the exercise of that liberty or in whatever we do must always be done with the view of glorifying God.

2.
 Now the word “glory” basically mean “to be heavy or weighty”. It has to do with the honor, dignity, worth, impressiveness, beauty, and importance of someone or something. To do something, then, to the glory of God means to show forth to others the importance, the worth, the dignity, the honor, the majesty, and the beauty of God.

3.
And clear from this passage is that it our duty in whatever we do not just to personally recognize the glory of God but also that we are to consciously and publicly parade his glory.  Quote: “...it is the stewardship of every child of God not only to embrace the truths that God has revealed concerning Himself but to deliberately  and consistently  order every aspect of life to display the grace, justice, and faithfulness of God, to whom the child belongs.”

4.
Brethren listen: in the exercise of our Christian liberty, let us not forget this vital principle. Even in the exercise of Christian liberty we are to seek to display the grace, goodness, kindness, and mercy of God towards us and others. Any exercise of liberty that will obscure that glory must be avoided.

Trans:
But then secondly…

II.
WITH REFERENCE TO YOURSELF, YOUR EXERCISE OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY MUST ALWAYS BE GOVERNED BY A ZEALOUS REGARD FOR THE HEALTH OF YOUR BODY AND SOUL.

A.
1Cor 6:12 (READ)

1.
In the exercise of Christian liberty, two questions must be asked in reference to yourself: “Is it beneficial?” and “Will it not enslave or dominate me?”If it is not really beneficial to you and if it tends to enslave you, then avoid it.
2.
I mentioned to you about a friend to just love to play chess. However, that game so overpowers him that every time he prays or worship, he still sees in his mind a chess board and pieces being played that he had to stop playing altogether.

3.
And that is what we are talking about—a zealous regard for the health of your soul. If your Christian liberty has become a bondage that you cannot do without it, then it is time to quit the use of that liberty. 

4.
And this applies to card playing, football game, smoking, drinking wine, etc. Whenever your soul is mastered by it, it is time to quit it.

B.
Rom 13:14 (READ)

1.
Some Christians find no problem window shopping. But if doing that only fuels a covetous heart in you, then stop doing it.

2.
Some Christians find no problem watching boxing as a sport. But if doing that only fuels cruelty in you, then stop watching it. 

Trans:
But then thirdly…

III.
WITH REFERENCE TO OTHERS, YOUR CHRISTIAN LIBERTY MUST ALWAYS BE GOVERNED BY TWO THINGS:


A.
A loving regard for the conscience of a weaker brother

1.
1Cor 8:7-13 (READ).

a.
The picture here is a Christian who cannot eat meat that has been sacrificed to an idol with a good conscience. He lacks sufficient knowledge in that area, and therefore, his conscience, in that area, is weak. But here comes another brother whose conscience is strong in that area. He has sufficient knowledge concerning that issue. He knows that there is nothing wrong with eating a meat that has been sacrificed to an idol. And he can eat that meat with a good conscience.

b.
So does this mean then that it would be OK for that brother with a strong conscience to go ahead and eat meat that has been sacrifice to an idol? No. For the danger is that he would embolden by his example the brother who has a weak conscience to violate his conscience and sin against God. 

c.
Therefore, out of a loving regard for the conscience of a weaker brother, a stronger brother must refrain from exercising his liberty.  

2.
Rom 14:13-15, 23 (READ). 

a.
These words are instructions given to a brother who has a strong faith and conscience. The thrust of the message is that the strong must avoid the exercising his liberty in a way that would make the weak in conscience to stumble. And by stumble here means to encourage the weak by the example of the strong to do something against his/her conscience and sin against God. 

b.
We are to patiently instruct those who have a weak conscience the word of God. But we must be careful not to put pressure on them to do something which they are still in doubt as to its moral rightness. A loving regard for the consciences of a weaker brother.

B.
A compassion for the lost—Key Text: 1Cor 9:19-22 (READ)

1.
Note that this flexibility Paul talks about in his dealings with men of different backgrounds is not without a limitation. For he gives a word of qualification that he is not “without the law of God but under the law of Christ”. IOW, in things God gives clear commands about, Paul is not at liberty to violate just to please men. He is under the rule and headship of Christ. 

2.
In matters of customs and practices, however, no longer or not binding to God’s people under the headship of Christ in the New Covenant, Paul practices great flexibility. And this he did in order to avoid unnecessary barriers in sharing the gospel of Christ to people of different backgrounds.  

a.
Think of the OC or Mosaic customs and practices. Those customs and practices are no longer binding to God’s people under the NC. However, Paul was willing to practice those customs in order to avoid unnecessary hindrance in sharing the gospel to the Jews.

b.
On the other hand, among the Gentiles, Paul would not insist continuing his OC practices that are no longer binding under the NC in order to avoid unnecessary barriers in sharing the gospel to the Gentiles.

3.
We find this principle worked out particularly in Paul’s life in a seemingly contradictory thing that he did.

a.
What did Paul do to Timothy? He had him circumcised and not because it was still God’s law under the NC but out of consideration of the Jews—Act 16:1-3 (READ). But what did Paul do to Titus? Paul refused to have him circumcised because it would not be helpful for Gentile converts—Gal 2:3-5 (READ).

b.
So we find this flexibility in Paul’s exercise of Christian liberties. His consideration was not just what he like or did not like to do but what is for the good of others. 

4.
And in our exercise of Christian liberties, we must also do so with compassion for the lost. 

a.
Think of the kind of clothes we wear—if we were to have an open air evangelistic meeting in a depressed area.

b.
Or what if you have been invited to a birthday celebrations. We cannot just say that since I do not have to and I do like to—then I will not go. That may not communicate goodwill to the person you are witnessing to. 

c.
In a sense we have to be all things to all men that we might save some—a compassion for the lost.  

Conclusion

1.
So these are the principles that should to govern our exercise of Christian liberty. With respect to God, your Christian liberty must always be governed by an earnest desire to walk in the fear of God and to glorify Him in everything. With reference to yourself, your Christian liberty must always be governed by a zealous regard for the health of your body and soul. And with reference to others, your Christian liberty must always be governed by a loving regard for the consciences of weaker Christians and by a compassion for the lost.

2.
Now take a personal inventory. If you are to implement these biblical principles of Christian liberty, what practices are you doing that ought to continue? And what practice are you doing that ought to stop? List down what you and your family have been doing and with judgment day honesty examine each practice in the light of each of these biblical principles.  If your conscience condemns in some areas, then confess it before God and take hold of his promised forgiveness in Christ, and set the matter right. Those practices that ought to continue should continue. Those practices that ought to stop ought to stop.  

3.
But what about you who are strangers of Christ? Again remember to make first things first. Without a new heart, this matter of Christian liberty will be to you bondage. Therefore, go to Christ for forgive and for a new heart.  

